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Refilling the Canon PGI-7, PGI-9 & PGI-72 Cartridges 

Refilling the Canon PGI-9 Cartridges is perhaps one of the easiest to perform because it 

is exactly what we pictured it to be. It is too easy to be true but true it is. 

The first point is to understand what we are doing. Behind the ink pad this is what it 

looks like. 

 

You will notice that there are three larger holes on the upper left corner. That is 

where ink will essentially leak back into the cartridge when we refill it. 

Step 1.  Prepare the syringes or syringe. Fill the syringe/s with 16 ml of ink. Depending 

on how empty the cartridge was prior to refilling it will take between 15 to 16 ml of ink to 

fill the cartridge from when the chip says empty. If we refill it before it says empty it will 

obviously take less to refill it. If you have a precision scale, weigh the cartridge. The 

empty weight is between 16.7 amd 16.9 grams. The full weight is  32.2 but the cartridge 

can safely take up to 33.0 grams.. It takes 15.5 ml to go from fully empty to full. This will 

aid your calculations in preparing the volume of ink in the syringe/s. 

Step 2. Tilt the cartridge while slowly dribbling or gently streaming ink on the pad as 

shown.  If the pad begins to accumulate ink on top slow down. 

 

Step 3. When you either get down to the last 1 ml or the pad begins to get really wet 

Remove the tilt and lay the cartridge down horizontally and slowly drip ink onto the pad. 
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You can gently squeeze the cartridge and release to remove any pockets of air inside 

the cartridge. Place more ink until it is flooded on the pad. 

 

Step 4. At this point, Remove ink from the flooded pad with the syringe and gently 

squeeze the sides of the cartridge with the same force you would use to handle the 

cartridge while  removing the excess ink on the pad by sucking it into the syringe.  

Step 5.  If you have a precision scale, the cartridge will weigh between 32.2 and 33.0 

grams when full. The pad will look wet but not overly so. If it is too wet, it will leak a bit 

when inverted. 

 

 

Step 6. Replace the excess ink into the ink bottle, wash the syringe/s and needles. 

Note: A precision scale is not necessary as but can be of convenience. 


